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So  the  Word  became  human  and  made  his home  among  us. 
He  was full  of unfailing  love  and  faithfulness. And  we  have  seen
his glory , the  glory  of the  Father’s one  and  only  Son .  -John  1:14 
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Global Response Trip to Zambia
Jim Newman led the Zambia trip crew that included Kyle Wagner and Austin and 
Sharon Cleator. Two Cessna 206 airplanes received avionics upgrades and autopilot 
installations. One plane belongs to Flying Mission Zambia and serves the missionary 
community there. The other airplane, operated by Mission Chitokoloki, primarily 
serves the Chitokoloki Mission Hospital in northern Zambia.
         The MMS team was there three weeks in October and completed their work. 
One of the planes was back in service before they left. The other had an inspection 
due that its regular mechanics completed and flew soon after the MMS team returned 
home. Reports are that the new equipment is functioning well.

Matthew Woods began his aviation maintenance 
apprenticeship August 1. He, along with his wife, 
Melanie, and their children Monica and Isaac, moved 
from Columbus, OH. Matthew has a background in 
security and safety.

Cheryl Lawson joined the MMS staff as Executive 
Assistant, beginning August 11. She is experienced in 
business administration, including customer service 
and clerical duties. As a local resident, she didn’t have 
to move to the area.

Originally from northeast Ohio, Dale and Jillian Liff 
moved from Illinois to join MMS. Dale’s background 
is in aerospace and electrical engineering; he led an 
engineering team in retail security before coming to 
MMS. Dale will complete the apprenticeship as he and 
Jillian serve as MMS staff.

Tyler and Sharee Sensenig are from Lancaster, PA, and 
both began apprenticeship on September 6 to obtain 
FAA mechanic certification. Tyler previously worked 
as an electrician, and Sharee was a landscaper for a 
corporation. 

Jack and Katie Harper, along with their young son, 
Hudson, came to MMS from Longview, TX. Jack has 
experience as a flight instructor and aircraft mechanic. 
He began working in the hangar October 24 but is no 
stranger to MMS; he visited MMS three times while on 
spring break from LeTourneau University. The Harpers 
are MMS staff.

Recent Arrivals at MMS

Kyle, Jim, and Austin 
unpack the new 

equipment.

Global Response Team to Nampa, Idaho  
Mike Dunkley, Bob Schwartz, and Bryan Martin 

worked three weeks in October at the Mission Aviation 
Fellowship (MAF) headquarters to help get a Cessna 

208 Caravan ready for deployment to Liberia in 
western Africa. They worked on standardizing the 

cockpit controls and avionics with other MAF planes of 
the same model. This greatly enhances safety as pilots 

move from aircraft to aircraft.

The Flying Mission 
hangar



Hangar Highlights
A bit of what’s happened recently

Cessna 206—Ministry in Alaska
Jim Newman completed an extensive avionics upgrade, and Chris Jutte is 
performing an annual inspection of the plane before it returns to Alaska. 
Tyler and Sharee Sensenig are working with Chris to correct discrepancies 
found during the inspection.  

Piper Lance—Ministry in Canada
Avionics upgrade includes a whole new pilot’s instrument panel. Mike 
Dunkley also leads an extensive IRAN (Inspect And Repair as Necessary) 
on this plane. Austin Cleator and Jack Harper work with Mike.

Cessna 206—Ministry in Mexico
Assembly and rigging are the main focus after the plane’s major 
inspection. Jenny Haver leads Chuck Egbert, Jay Shearer, 
and Matthew Woods on the
airframe work.
 

Dale Liff makes new electrical wiring for the 
plane’s auxiliary power receptacle.

The maintenance building’s floor
was poured October 31.

Sharee and Tyler fabricate a new floor panel for 
a Pilatus PC6 airplane.

Rebekah’s workplace is higher than most because 
the plane is on amphibious floats.

The shelves holding parts move on 
overhead tracks. Tim will replace

the sticky notes with
permanent labels.

Cessna 206 on Floats—Ministry in Papua New Guinea
This plane, on amphibious floats, is getting an avionics upgrade 
and will ultimately be disassembled, put in a shipping container, 
and sent to Papua New Guinea. Rebekah Martel leads this work, 
assisted by Jack Harper.

Other Aviation Ministries 
Currently, MMS is providing two aviation ministries with hangar 
space and use of shop equipment. Their mechanics are responsible 
for the work on their aircraft, but MMS personnel help from time to 
time. Such has been the case recently for Kyle Wagner, as well as 
Tyler and Sharee Sensenig.
         Chief Inspector Dale Coates, in addition to taking care of his other duties, assures that 
aircraft maintenance records are complete and accurate—that all the i’s are dotted, and the t’s 
are crossed. Josh Adelsberger keeps things moving through the Engine Shop.

MMS Facility 
Improvements
Moveable shelves greatly 

reduce space needed for parts 
storage, and Tim Obarow, along 
with handling his Director 
of Maintenance duties, is 
relocating inventory. The new 
building between Hangars B and 
C is in place, and Bob Campbell 
will move facility maintenance 
equipment and material into 
that area.



         as anyone ever cursed you? I’ve been cursed at (usually because                
         of my driving, I’m sure!), but I’m not aware that anyone has ever 
placed a curse on me.
 We were gathered in the lunchroom at MMS, listening to a 
representative from another mission share about the work they are doing 
among children born with cleft palates. In their culture, these children 
are considered outcasts: deformed and cursed. They have no hope. Their 
identity is their curse. But in the name of Jesus, teams of pilots, doctors, 
nurses, and volunteers are going to these precious people to bring hope 
and healing. Those who were once called “deformed” and “cursed” are 
given a new identity.
 We, too, were born under a curse—the curse of sin. Human history, 
almost from the very beginning, is a cursed existence. Genesis 3 describes this curse that came as a result of sin. But 
then Jesus came. Born a helpless infant, God became man to rescue us and bear our sins in His body on the cross.
By His stripes we are healed.  
 Because of Christmas and the cross, we are free from the curse. We have been given new identities. And we have 
been called to share this wonderful news with the nations, taking this gospel to the ends of the earth. Those who give, 
those who go, those who serve at home, and those who serve in the trenches...we are all essential to the work of God.
 The story of a fallen and deformed world will end like this: “No longer will there be any curse...” (Rev. 22:3a). 
As you celebrate the birth of our Savior, please remember those who have never heard the story. Pray with us that the 
Lord will continue to raise up workers like those pictured below (MMS’s newest members!), who have answered the 
call to carry the gospel to unreached people groups around the world.  
          For his glory,

          Phil Maddux, President & CEO
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